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Playing card
An Italian Joker card
The Joker is a playing card found in most modern French-suited card decks, as an addition  to the
standard four suits (Clubs, Diamonds, Hearts, and Spades). Since the second half of the 20th
century, they have  also been found in Spanish- and Italian-suited decks, excluding stripped
decks.
The Joker originated in the United States during the Civil  War, and was created as a trump card
for the game of Euchre. It has since been adopted into many  other card games, where it often
acts as a wild card, but may have other functions such as the top  trump, a skip card (forcing
another player to miss a turn), the lowest-ranking card, the highest-value card, or a card  of a
different value from the rest of the pack (see e.g. Zwicker which has six Jokers with this function).
By  contrast, a wild card is any card that may be used to represent another card or cards – it need 
not be a Joker.
Origin [ edit ]
Imperial Bower, the earliest Joker, by Samuel Hart, c. 1863
The game of Euchre is  credited with the introduction of the Joker into card games. However,
Euchre originally did not use jokers. In the earliest  rules of 1844, 32 standard cards are used and
the Right Bower, the trump Jack, was the "commanding card" with  the Left Bower, the Jack of the
same colour, as the second-highest card. According to card game historian, David Parlett,  the
Joker was added to a 32card pack in the 1850s specifically for the game of Euchre[2] and is first 
mentioned in a set of rules in 1868 where it turns out to be a blank specimen card not intended  for
actual play. This gave rise to a variant game called "Euchre with the Joker" in which the blank card
 ranked above all the rest. It must have been in use even earlier, however, since the term "Best
Bower" appears  in a satirical 1861 piece about the American Civil War, and in fact Samuel Hart is
credited with printing the  first illustrated "Best Bower" card in 1863 with his "Imperial Bower".[5][6]
Best Bower-type Jokers continued to be produced well into  the 20th century. Cards labelled
"Joker" began appearing around the late 1860s, with some depicting clowns and jesters such as 
Elizabethan jester Richard Tarlton.
The idea behind the three top cards in Euchre appears to have originated from Germany where



the  games Juckerspiel and Bester Bube ("Best Bower") also used Jacks as best, right and left
bowers. It is also believed  that the term "Joker" comes from Juckerspiel, which is also known as
Jucker, the original German spelling of Euchre.[7][8] One  British manufacturer, Charles Goodall,
was manufacturing packs with Jokers for the American market in 1871.[9] The first Joker for the 
domestic British market was sold in 1874.[10] Italians call Jokers "Jolly", for many early cards were
labelled "Jolly Joker".[11]
The notion  of a Joker was later transferred to the game of Poker where it was initially called the
Mistigris. This happened  around 1875, where it functioned as a wild card.[13] Packs with two
Jokers started to become the norm during the  late 1940s for the game of Canasta.[14][15][16]
Since the 1950s, German and Austrian packs have included three Jokers to play  German
Rummy. In Poland, the third Joker is known as the blue Joker because the KZWP monopoly
during the Polish  People's Republic printed all third Jokers blue. In Schleswig-Holstein, Zwicker
packs come with six Jokers.[17]
Appearance [ edit ]
Jokers do not  have any standardized appearance across the card manufacturing industry. Each
company produces their own depictions of the card. The publishers  of playing cards trademark
their Jokers, which have unique artwork that often reflect contemporary culture.[18] Out of
convention, Jokers tend  to be illustrated as jesters. There are usually two Jokers per deck, often
noticeably different. For instance, the United States  Playing Card Company (USPCC) prints their
company's guarantee claim on only one. At times, the Jokers will each be colored  to match the
colors used for suits; e.g., there will be a red Joker and a black Joker. In games  where the Jokers
may need to be compared, the red, full-color, or larger-graphic Joker usually outranks the black,
monochrome, or  smaller-graphic one. If the Joker colors are similar, the Joker without a
guarantee will outrank the guaranteed one. With the  red and black Jokers, the red one can
alternately be counted as a Heart/Diamond and the black one can alternately  be counted as a
Club/Spade. The Unicode for playing cards provide symbols for three Jokers: red, black, and
white.
Many decks  do not provide the Joker with a corner index symbol; of those that do, the most
common is a solid  star (as is the case with Bee cards). It is also common for decks to simply
display the word "JOKER"  in the corner. Bicycle cards use a "US" monogram as the Joker index.
Collecting [ edit ]
Joker collecting has been popular  for an unknown amount of time, but with the advent of the
Internet and social media, it has emerged as  a hobby. Many unusual Jokers are available for
purchase online, while other collectible Jokers are catalogued online for viewing. Guinness  World
Records has recognized Denoto de Santis, an Italian magician, as having the world's largest
collection of Jokers.[19]
Tarot and Tarock  card games [ edit ]
The Joker is often compared to "(the) Fool" in the Tarot or Tarock decks. They share  many
similarities both in appearance and in play function. In central Europe, the Fool, or Sküs, is the
highest trump;  elsewhere as an "excuse" (L'Excuse) that can be played at any time to avoid
following suit, but cannot win.
Use of  the Joker in card games [ edit ]
Three Jokers and four Aces by the Trefl Playing Card Company of Poland  with its characteristic
third blue Joker
In a standard deck in the US or Britain, there are usually two Jokers. In  other countries, such as
Germany, there are usually three Jokers in a pack. The Joker's use varies greatly. Many card 
games omit the cards entirely; as a result, Jokers are sometimes used as informal replacements
for lost or damaged cards  in a deck by simply noting the lost card's rank and suit on the Joker.
Other games, such as a  25card variant of Euchre which uses the Joker as the highest trump,
make it one of the most important in  the game. Often, the Joker is a wild card, which allows it to
represent other existing cards. The term "Joker's  wild" originates from this practice. However, in
Zwicker Jokers are higher value, matching and scoring cards while, in one variant,  a normal suit
card is the only one that is wild.



The Joker can be a very beneficial card or a  bad card to have. In Euchre it is often used to
represent the highest trump. In Gin Rummy it is  wild. However, in the children's game of Old
Maid, a solitary Joker represents the Old Maid, the card to be  avoided.
Role in multi-player games [ edit ]
Euchre, 500: As the highest trump or "top Bower".
Canasta: The Joker, like the deuce,  is a wild card. However, the Joker is worth fifty points in
melding, as opposed to twenty for the deuce.
Gin  Rummy: a wild card, able to be used as any necessary rank or suit to complete a meld.
Chase the Joker:  An alternative version of Old Maid, where the Joker card is used instead of the
Ace.
Poker: A Joker can be  wild, or can be a "bug", a limited form of wild card which can be used only
to complete straights  and flushes.
War: In some variations, beats all other cards.
Pitch: A point card in some variations. Jokers usually are marked as  "high" and "low", one
outranking the other.
Daifug: a wild card, or a deuce (which ends the round and clears the  discard pile).
Crazy Eights: a "skip" card, playable on top of any other card, that forces the next player to lose  a
turn.
Spades: uncommon, but can fulfil one of two roles. When playing with three or six players, they
are added  to make the cards deal evenly (eighteen or nine cards each, respectively). They are
either "junk" cards playable any time  that cannot win a trick, or they count as the two highest
trumps (the two Jokers must be differentiable; the  "big Joker" outranks the "little Joker"). They
also can be used in conjunction with teammates' cards to create a "pseudo-trump",  e.g. an Ace of
Hearts and a Joker played together could be counted as an Ace of Spades, inferior only  to a
natural Ace of Spades.
Double King Pede: As the lowest-ranked card, but worth 18 points.
Go Fish: In the pair-forming  variant played between two players, the Joker pair is often used to
bring the number of pairs to 27 and  prevent a 13–13 tie.
Dou dizhu: Jokers are used as the highest value cards; one is little and one is big,  usually the
colored one being bigger. Both Jokers together is the only unbeatable play.
Role in patience (solitaire) games [ edit  ]
Generally, the Joker is omitted from patience games as in many others of its type. However, there
are variations of  solitaire games where a Joker does take part, most often as a wild card.
Forty Thieves: the Joker is placed on  the foundations, while the natural card is unavailable. Any
applicable cards are placed over the Joker. When the natural card  becomes available, it replaces
the Joker, which in turn is placed on the top of the foundation pile. When the  Joker is placed on
an empty foundation, it stays there until an Ace appears.
FreeCell: the Joker functions the same way  as mentioned above, but when the natural card it
replaces becomes available and the Joker is placed on top, the  Joker can be placed on another
foundation.
Golf: where Kings can be built, the Joker, whenever available, is placed on the  wastepile as a wild
card and any card can be placed over it.
Klondike: the Joker acts the same way as  it is in Forty Thieves. It can also be built while it is still
on the tableau. The United States  Playing Card Company's version, created by Joli Quentin
Kansil, uses two Jokers, with the black joker to be used as  a wild black card and the red joker as
a wild red card.
Pyramid: the Joker is discarded together with any  available card. In this case, the stock is dealt
one card at time and can be reused twice.
Aces Up: The  Jokers are used to clear out a row and are sometimes referred to as "Joker
bombs". When a Joker is  dealt into a column, the entire column is reshuffled into the stock and
that particular Joker is removed from the  game. This leaves an empty foundation slot and greatly
increases the win rate.
References [ edit ]
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O tratamento de pessoas nas instituições estaduais e religiosas da Nova Zelândia tem sido
descrito como uma "desgraça nacional" depois  que um relatório histórico revelou a escala
angustiante do abuso, 200.000 crianças ou adultos sofreram às mãos daqueles confiados com 
mrjack aposta segurança.
A comissão real da Nova Zelândia sobre o abuso é de longe a maior e mais complexa Comissão
Real  do país. Fora das investigações semelhantes mrjack aposta todo mundo, tinha um escopo
muito amplo ndice 1
A investigação independente foi posta  mrjack aposta marcha no 2024 para revelar a extensão e
o impacto contínuo do abuso dentro das instituições projetadas proteger crianças.  Cobriu
principalmente esse período de 1950 até 1999, mas aqueles que sofreram abusos depois 1999
também prestaram testemunhos ”.
O relatório  final, pesando 14 kg e foi divulgado na quarta-feira (24) marca o culminar de mais 100
dias mrjack aposta audiências públicas;  quase 3.000 depoimentos foram reunidos.
Sobreviventes se reuniram na galeria pública do parlamento para testemunhar o relatório sendo
apresentado.
"O relatório final  levou seis anos, mas para muitos de nós foi uma vida inteira tentando procurar e
buscar reparação", disse Frances Tagaloá.
O  sobrevivente de cuidados com o Estado Keith Wiffin descreveu a divulgação do relatório como
"monumental".
“Eu defendo há 22 anos e,  durante a maior parte desses vinte ou dois dos quais 20 tem sido uma
luta”, disse Wiffin.
"Este relatório é para  nós - está explicando ao país o impacto que esse assunto teve mrjack
aposta todos".
O inquérito estimou que das 655.000 pessoas,  cerca de 200.000 foram abusadas.O verdadeiro
número dos sobreviventes poderia ser muito maior disse ele
O abuso e negligência sexual,  físico-e emocional foi generalizados ou sistemático. Os que
realizaram o uso abusivo incluíram cuidadores de crianças com deficiência física (cuidadores), 
líderes religiosos assistentes sociais – profissionais da saúde;
As crianças encontradas no hospital psiquiátrico Lake Alice durante a década de  1970 foram
submetidas à tortura por choques elétricos e injeções dolorosa como punição.
O relatório apresentou depoimentos de sobreviventes, que analisaram  o impacto do abuso e
negligência sobre os indivíduos ou suas famílias.
"O sistema de cuidados mrjack aposta Aotearoa Nova Zelândia foi  um fracasso totalmente



financiado que permitiu abuso e negligência generalizados", disse o relatório. “Quase todos os
sobreviventes, tendo se apresentado  para compartilhar mrjack aposta experiência com a
investigação sofreu danos irreparáveis à qualidade das suas vidas."
Membros do público participaram de um  hikoi – uma marcha pública - antes que o relatório fosse
apresentado no parlamento mrjack aposta Wellington na quarta-feira.
{img}: Hagen Hopkins/Getty  {img} Imagens
Em algumas instituições, as crianças sofreram abusos extremos. Havia evidências de jovens
ameaçados com a morte por meio da  execução simulada e do castigo corporal severo infligido às
armas genitais mrjack aposta confinamento solitário; o relatório também identificou uso excessivo 
dos cuidados institucionais para pessoas surdas ou deficientes mentais angustiados?
Muitos sobreviventes, posteriormente experimentaram falta de moradias ; pobreza e dependência
 social. Alguns sobreviveram a problemas com o trabalho ou educação: alguns foram colocados
no caminho da associação às ganguese do  suicídio (através das prisões).
O inquérito estimou o custo econômico total desse abuso e negligência mrjack aposta cerca de
BR R$ 200  bilhões.
Apela a uma revisão total do sistema;
O juiz que preside o inquérito, Coral Shaw descreveu a escala de abuso  como uma "vergonha e
vergonha nacional" -e pediu à Nova Zelândia para ouvir os relatórios.
"As pessoas que foram levadas para  os cuidados eram bebês, crianças pequenas e jovens;
adultos precisavam de cuidado. Elas estavam sob o disfarce do apoio ou  proteção mas mrjack
aposta vez disso elas sofreram abusos", disse Shaw
O inquérito fez 95 recomendações de reparação e 138 outras, incluindo  pedir um pedido formal
para desculpas do primeiro-ministro ; pedidos formais pelo papa (e outros chefes das igrejas),
renomeando ruas  mrjack aposta homenagem a uma provada perpetrador.
Recomenda-se que uma nova agência, a Agência de Segurança do Cuidado (Ccare Safe
Agency), seja  criada para prevenir e responder ao abuso ou negligência no cuidado com o
paciente.
Fez recomendações múltiplas e detalhadas sobre como  as entidades de cuidados estatais
devem garantir a segurança dentro das suas instituições, pedindo um melhor investimento do
governo mrjack aposta  saúde mental.
Os sobreviventes detalharam suas esperanças para o futuro, incluindo uma revisão total do
sistema a fim de garantir que  se encerrasse "a catástrofe nacional" dos abusos.
"O nome deste relatório é chamado de Whanaketia - através da dor e trauma,  das trevas à luz",
disse Wiffin.
"A luz está fazendo algo significativo, finalmente assumindo responsabilidade e focando na
transformação do sistema  de cuidados agora mesmo porque o abuso ainda acontece mrjack
aposta um ritmo inaceitável."
Tagaloá pediu às instituições religiosas que se desculpem  e disse estar na hora de os cuidados
com as crianças serem entregues a comunidades, iwi (tribos) ou redes familiares  "para o governo
não ser pai dos nossos filhos".
O relatório foi um marco significativo, disse ela. Mas advertiu contra a  complacência ”.
"Este [relatório] não é o fim, na verdade só tem início para que os sobreviventes obtenham uma
reparação significativa."
“Você  é ouvido”, diz PM.
O primeiro-ministro, Christopher Luxon disse que o relatório marcou um "dia sombrio e triste" na
história  da Nova Zelândia.
"Como sociedade e como estado, deveríamos ter feito melhor", disse ele. Agradeceu aos
sobreviventes por seus corajosos testemunho
"Não  posso tirar a mrjack aposta dor, mas eu lhe digo isto: hoje você é ouvido e acredita."
O estado fracassou mrjack aposta sobreviver  da “pior maneira possível” submetendo aqueles
sob seus cuidados a "abuso físico, emocional e mental inimaginável", disse Luxon.
Ele reconheceu as  vítimas do Lago Alice que foram torturadas.
"Essas experiências foram nada menos que horríveis e aconteceram dentro do sistema de saúde 



da Nova Zelândia, na memória viva."
O primeiro-ministro fará um pedido formal de desculpas pública aos sobreviventes ainda este ano.
A ministra  encarregada da resposta do governo à investigação, Erica Stanford disse que o
Governo se concentraria na reparação mrjack aposta primeira instância  e considerará
cuidadosamente as outras recomendações no devido tempo.
"Sua bravura não só corrigirá o registro histórico, como mudaria nosso futuro."  
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