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Sony has seemingly recognized the inevitability of Microsoft’s acquisition of Activision Blizzard
going through, and has signed an agreement with Microsoft to keep Call of Duty available on
PlayStation for the next 10 years.

The news was announced on Sunday by Microsoft’'s gaming head Phil Spencer. “We are pleased
to announce that Microsoft and PlayStation have signed a binding agreement to keep Call of Duty
on PlayStation following the acquisition of Activision Blizzard,” Spencer tweeted. “We look forward
to a future where players globally have more choice to play their favorite games.”

A Microsoft spokesperson subsequently confirmed to The Verge that the deal would last for a
term of 10 years, and covers Call of Duty only — not any other Activision Blizzard games. That
puts it on a par with agreements Microsoft had previously signed with Nintendo, Nvidia, and
others.

Microsoft president Brad Smith also commented, saying, “From Day One of this acquisition, we've
been committed to addressing the concerns of regulators, platform and game developers, and
consumers. Even after we cross the finish line for this deal’s approval, we will remain focused on
ensuring that Call of Duty remains available on more platforms and for more consumers than ever
before.”

The signing of the deal marks the end of a long stalemate, during which Microsoft made repeated
public offers to keep Call of Duty on PlayStation, while Sony dismissed these and instead
attempted to use its leverage with regulators to sink Microsoft'sR$68.7 billion acquisition of
Activision Blizzard completely. “I don’t want a new Call of Duty deal. | just want to block your
merger,” PlayStation boss Jim Ryan reportedly told Activision executives on the day of a meeting
with European Union regulators in February.

PlayStation’s strategy was to use Call of Duty to convince regulators the merger would kill
competition in the console market, because Microsoft would withhold the games from PlayStation
or release inferior versions there. But this strategy was none too successful. EU regulators were
satisfied with the assurances offered by Microsoft, while the U.K.’s Competition and Markets
Authority eventually conceded it was in Microsoft’s interest to keep Call of Duty available to
PlayStation’s huge audience, and switched tack in its opposition of the deal to concerns around
cloud gaming.



Only the U.S. Federal Trade Commission ultimately ran with Sony’s argument, but when its case
was tested in court, it lost. Evidence presented in the case included an emailed admission from
Ryan that he had no concerns about PlayStation losing access to Call of Duty “for many years to
come.”

The signing of the agreement with Microsoft means Sony has effectively ended its oppaosition to
the acquisition, and now expects it to be completed — perhaps as soon as Tuesday, July 18, the
deadline by which the deal is supposed to be closed. In theory, two regulators remain opposed to
the acquisition. But the FTC has failed to persuade an appeals court to extend an emergency
block on the deal, while the CMA has entered into negotiations with Microsoft to find a path
forward in the U.K., with an extended deadline of Aug. 29. It's possible Microsoft and Activision will
now extend their own deal deadline to give this process time to complete.
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O ar ai esta caloroso, o sol esta brilhando e o cachorro esta
dancando pela sala de jantar, unhas clicando no piso, sob a
iImpressao de que as 5h30 da manha é manha.

"Pare!", diz minha esposa, de algum lugar escondido sob as roupas de cama, mas o cachorro
continua a dancar e girar, comemorando a promessa do dia a frente. Quatro semanas atrés,
pensamos que ele iria morrer de alguma doenca misteriosa; um més depois, o cachorro ndo sé
esta saudavel, mas animado, e ndés somos obrigados a encarar diego brunelli poker nova
aprecicdo das coisas pequenas, as 6h da manha.

Minha esposa abre a porta da sala de jantar, empurra o cachorro para fora e retorna a cama. Do
outro lado da porta, posso ouvir o cachorro perseguindo o gato no corredor. Alguns minutos
depois, eu ouco o batente do gato estourar duas vezes: uma para o gato, uma para o cachorro.
Depois de mais um minuto, eu posso ouvir o batente se fechar: o gato retornando. Em seguida, o
cachorro comeca a latir no quintal. Ainda ndo sdo as 6h da manha.

"A coisa é", digo para minha esposa, "vocé ja acordou uma vez."

"Isso faz dela diego brunelli poker vez", ela diz.

"Mas eu posso provavelmente dormir através do ruido", digo, rolando para o outro lado e
fechando os olhos. Em seguida, diego brunelli poker um momento de generosidade incomum,
saio da cama e desco até a cozinha, onde o cachorro esta parado proximo a tampa da porta do
guintal, com medo de entrar diego brunelli poker caso de que o0 gato o embosque do outro lado.
O gato nao esta sequer na sala. Eu abro a tampa para o cachorro ver que o caminho esta limpo.



"Vocé esté pronto para ir",Whisper. O cachorro se encaixa e elogio a minha paciéncia.

Resulta que este momento generoso era de fato um sonho: acordei dez minutos depois, quando
minha esposa sobe as escadas do quarto depois de deixar o cachorro entrar.

"Espero que vocé esteja satisfeito com a si mesmo”, ela diz. Penso: realmente estava, até
acordar.

Ainda estou pensando nisso mais tarde, quando estou olhando pela janela da cozinha para o
quintal - que diego brunelli poker velhice meus sonhos tornaram-se re-trabalhos tediosos da
existéncia diego brunelli poker que me comporto marginalmente melhor ou pior do que fago na
vida real. E como se eu estivesse ensaiando para um futuro diego brunelli poker que eu sej
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