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What is a Full House in Poker? Everything You Need to Know

Published by: Jon Pill

As

part of Poker’s cards chart and poker hands series, we bring you a full rundown of the
full house, including its definition, ranking, hands that beat it, hands that it beats,
probability, and some examples.

To be successful at poker, you must learn the poker

hierarchy of hands. If you don’t understand the different potential hands and their
rankings, you could misplay your own hand and lose a critical pot.

A full house in

poker is a solid, yet unique card hand that combines three-of-a-kind and a pair.
Considered one of the best hands in poker, a full house is still not the best hand on

the felt. You can beat it with a four-of-a-kind and all the straight flushes, including

a royal flush.

One of the most memorable full houses in poker history is the final hand

of the 2003 WSOP Main Event. With a J54 flop, Chris Moneymaker flopped two-pair
while holding 54 versus Sammy Farha’s top pair as he held J10. After they went

all-in post-flop, the dealer turned the 8 and rivered the 5, completing Moneymaker’s
winning full house that ultimately changed poker forever.

What is a Full House?

A full

house in poker is a five-card hand containing a three-of-a-kind and a pair. It can also
be called “a full boat,” more commonly shortened to just “a boat.” A full house is
considered a very strong hand in poker and it is often a winning poker hand. Although
this unique hand outranks many common poker hands, a full house is not unbeatable.
Full

House Rankings

The full house is the third-highest hand in the standard poker hand

rankings (fourth if you count royal flushes as a separate hand from other straight



flushes).

The full house marks a transition between the more common hands and the rarer
“monster” hands. It is just above a flush in value, and just below four-of-a-kind.

What

Beats a Full House in Poker?

A full house is one of the best hands in poker, but it can

still be beaten. One of the most memorable losses by a full house in poker history was
an unbelievable hand between poker superstars Daniel Negreanu and Gus Hansen.
In one

hand during Season 2 of the popular television show High Stakes Poker, Negreanu was
dealt 66, while Hansen was dealt 55. When the dealer flopped 965, both players

had hit a set (or three-of-a-kind).

Negreanu had a stranglehold on the hand as Hansen

was drawing all but dead to one card. But when the miracle 5 fell on the turn, Hansen
catapulted into the lead and would clinch the hand when the 8 fell on the river. After
they were all-in, Hansen would win aR$575,700 pot, which was the largest in High Stakes
Poker history to that point.

The hands that beat a full house are, in order:

Royal

flush — ace, king, queen, jack, ten all in the same suit, which beats:

All other

straight flushes — five consecutive cards in the same suit, which beats:
Four-of-a-kind

— four cards of one rank plus a kicker of any other rank, which, in turn, beats: Full
House

What Poker Hands Does a Full House Beat?

If you're dealt a full house, you can

rest easy that you’ll win the pot more often than not. The three-and-two card mix of
the full house in poker beats many common and plenty of more typical hands, as seen
below.

In certain poker games, you must meet specific criteria to have this hand as a
possible outcome. For example, in no-limit hold’em, a player cannot have a full house
unless there’s at least a pair on the board. As for seven-card stud games, since three
cards are face down, full houses can be hidden, which is extremely powerful and
dangerous.

A full house beats:

Flush — five cards of the same suit that are not

consecutive, which beats:

Straight — a run of five consecutive cards in at least two

suits, which beats:

Three-of-a-kind — three cards of the same rank, plus two other

cards of differing and non-matching ranks, which beats:

Pair — two cards of the same

rank, plus three other cards of differing and non-matching, which beats:

High card —

five cards of differing ranks in at least two suits.

Who Wins if Both Players Have a

Full House?

In rare instances, two opponents could both have full houses, often

resulting in an extremely large pot. When two very good poker hands are up against each
other in the same hand like this, we typically call it a “cooler.”

Where two full

houses are up against each other, the rank of the three-of-a-kind settles the



difference. For example, 55566 beats 444KK.

When playing with a standard

deck, there are only four cards of each rank. This means there will never be a draw
between two full houses, except in games where cards are shared (mostly flop games like
hold’em) or wild cards are utilized. In these cases, the pair breaks ties where
possible.

The Probabilities of a Full House

The odds of being dealt a full house off

the top of a shuffled deck is 0.1441%.

This is because in a standard 52-card deck there

are 3,744 combinations that make a full house out of a total of 2,598,960 possible
hands. This is equivalent to odds of 693-to-1.

For comparison, the odds of getting a

royal flush are 0.000154%, a straight 0.3925%, and a high hand 50.112%.

Examples of

Full Houses

KKKQQ, 999JJ, 222AA , are all examples of full houses. Here

they are ordered from the highest rank to the lowest rank, as the rank of the
three-of-a-kind is prioritized.

222AA is described at showdown as “a full house,

twos (or deuces) over aces.” You may hear this elided as: “a boat, deuces of aces.”
How

to Play a Full House in Texas Hold’em

The relative strength of a full house, like all

hands, depends on the board (in flop games) or your opponent’s visible cards (in stud
games). In hold’em sometimes a full house can be the nuts (i.e. the best possible
hand), while other times it can be worth peanuts.

In general, though, full houses are

one of the best hands in poker and are worth playing aggressively. Because a full house
requires the board to contain at least one pair, you must be cautious in particular of
competing for full houses and fours-of-a-kind. The paired board will also clue
opponents into the possibility of your hand, so you may need to disguise the strength
of your hand by making slow plays like checks and calls. Fully understanding poker
strategy will let you maximize your pots and winnings.
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Ha duas décadas, quando a {img}jornalista Kate Medley estava na pés-graduacéo black jack ao
vivo Oxford (Mississipi), fregentava frequentemente um posto de gasolina local com uma oferta
fora do menu: recipientes Tupperware cheios da comida indiana caseira feita pelos proprietarios
para quem quer que soubesse pedir.

Embora fosse anos antes de ela comecar uma série a longo prazo sobre os postos e paradas na
estrada do sul americano, pit stops Medley intrigado-la; Ela cresceu reconhecer o espa¢go como
vital foodway black jack ao vivo &reas urbanas ou rurais.

Embora muitos fornecam bens e servicos simples - como café, cachorros-quentes ou uma chave
de banheiro grande tamanho — outros oferecem diversas ofertas inesperada: lagostim Etouffee
(comboio), tamales.

Muitas vezes negligenciadas por causa de black jack ao vivo natureza liminar percebida, essas
paradas rapidas podem ser linhas salva-vidas das comunidades que servem. Medley apontou e
oportunidades as pessoas se esforcarem pelo chamado Sonho Americano (Em 2013, o Instituto
Fiscal informou a 61% dos postos nos EUA sao propriedade independente da imigragao).)

"Cada vez mais, enquanto viajava eu senti que havia uma grande lacuna na bolsa de estudos e
nao levava a sério o papel desses espacos”, explicou Medley black jack ao vivo um telefonema.
“E achei super atraente - as pessoas la trabalham comidas cozinhadas para eles — com toda
comunidade criada por esses estudantes; vejo como parte integrante do nosso trabalho sulista”.
Agora, "Obrigado por Favor Venha Novamente" € um livro de {img}s com 200 imagens publicado
no final do ano passado e o tema da primeira exposicdo museuldgica black jack ao vivo Medley.
Durante uma década, Medley tirou as imagens enquanto estava na estrada. Inicialmente ao lado
qguando ela esteve black jack ao vivo missdo e depois como foco principal a medida que o projeto
progredia: visitou cerca de 150 postos a gas paradas rapidas no total; encontrou convincentes os
recursos exclusivos da curadoria do espaco cada um deles

"Héa esse tipo de mistério desses espacos”, disse ela. “Ao se aproximar deles, vocé abre aquela
pequena porta e ouve o sino jingle." O que vai estar la dentro? Como sera seu cheiro?" Quem
estara ai no menu naquele dia?”

Estas gemas escondidas incluem Saint Louis Saveur black jack ao vivo GreenShoro, Carolina do
Norte. Um posto avancado para comida senegalesa na parte de tras da Circle K que serve arroz
jollof indiano e o prato grelhado com cordeiro dibi O restaurante modesto costumava ser um
Dunkin Donut't - a macanetla ainda era "D" quando ela {img}grafou favor ao espaco E depois ha
uma Hammond baseada no Luisana Icebox ou Punja cheia!

Os proprietarios posicionaram o Icebox na interseccao de duas Interestaduais para servir
caminhoneiros, Medley aprendeu depois que falou com eles - particularmente aqueles recrutados
da ndia.

"Eles encontraram um tremendo sucesso", disse ela. Mas, na verdade quando eu estava la eles
estavam me dizendo que seu novo plano de negdcios € arrancar o dhaba e devolver isso a uma
loja para conveniéncias." Eles vao mover os dhabas black jack ao vivo direcéo ao prédio do
restaurante autbnomo porque decidiram nunca comer num posto”.

Paisagens black jack ao vivo mudanca

Para cada historia de sucesso, ha empresas lutando - muitas delas — observou Medley.
particularmente black jack ao vivo &reas rurais onde a populacdo diminuiu...

Em uma estacéo black jack ao vivo Elaine, Arkansas disse ela - as bombas de gés foram
interrompidas e os supermercados estédo vazio; um fazendeiro local comprou o espaco apenas
para oferecer op¢des alimentares quentes aos trabalhadores agricolas locais que consomem
comida quente todos dias.

"O gés mais proximo esta a 30 milhas de distancia”, disse Amanda Simonson, gerente geral da
empresa quando entrou na Medley. Segundo o livro do médico: “Mas posso oferecer costeletas
sufocadas”.

Em Banner, Mississippi. o proprietario do posto de gasolina Pop explicou a Medley quéo



importante era seu negocio para os moradores proximos e apontou um cliente local que estava la
no prato da refeicéo...

"Desde que black jack ao vivo esposa morreu no ano passado, ele come na casa do Pop para o
café da manha e almocgo", disse Jeff Poynor.

Uma das vantagens dessas pequenas empresas € a black jack ao vivo adaptabilidade,
argumentou Medley. Embora nem todos tenham sido capazes de permanecer no negdécio ao
longo dos anos descobriu que muitos outros se transformaram - foram os Slim Jims e Red Bull'S
black jack ao vivo vez disso vocé pode encontrar uma peguena boate ou um empresa curativa do
presunto por todo o pais (ela viu ambos).

"Sinto-me otimista de que eles continuam a aparecer”, disse ela sobre as lojas. “Eu n&o acho
esses lugares estao indo embora... Como sera isso, black jack ao vivo 50 anos com veiculos
elétricos ou carros autbnomos - eu tenho certeza.”

“Mas eu me sinto confiante de que sera algo”, acrescentou, "que esses edificios persistirdo e 0s
empreendedores continuardo a encontrar uma maneira para fazé-los funcionar".
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