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A scene from The Pelayos, with the actors Lluis Homar and Daniel Brihl seated at the table.
Gonzalo Garcia-Pelayo's winning racehorse 2 is named Going Wrong, and bets are 12 to 1 just
before the race at the tracks in Cheltenham, UK. 2 The 450 euros that he has put down on the
jockey in the green-striped shirt is part of a "private 2 investment fund" which relies on tipsters and
earns him a 30-percent annual return. Just then, his cellphone vibrates: it's a 2 text from another
tipster. In the match between Fernando Verdasco and Juan Martin del Potro, he should bet
against the 2 Argentinean tennis player winning more than four games against the Spaniard.
Garcia-Pelayo then explains that he is in the process 2 of creating a new formula for tennis bets
based on the theory that if the pre-match favorite favorite loses the 2 first set, he or she will win the
second. If his studies prove conclusive, he will program it on his 2 computer, under "Favorite loses
first set” so it automatically launches.

The race starts at Cheltenham. Garcia-Pelayo leans back on his office 2 chair, watching the
screen with the remote in his hand. It's mid-afternoon on a Tuesday in March, and the gambler 2 is
dressed in cords and checkered shirt. His white beard and hair are disheveled, his reading glasses
hang from his 2 neck. His desk is covered in several layers of dust and papers scribbled with
formulas and numbers - their degree 2 of yellowing is a like a scale that reflects the strata of his
life as a gambler.

This is more or 2 less the position in which he spends his days at home in Madrid, although he
does inch closer to the 2 screen in order to determine the exact placement of his horse (Going
Wrong seems to be in third place, maybe 2 second; it's hard to tell on the small screen).

At times he gets up to check the other four computers he 2 has placed in various rooms in his
house. They are all buzzing with their own activity, offering players from all 2 over the planet bets
that he has programmed. An electronic cry of "Goal!" can be heard every so often from 2 one of
them, announcing a new development in the ongoing Debrecen-Kaposvar game in the Hungarian
League. The software immediately updates 2 itself, offering 2.6/1 that it will be four-goal match.



Soccer is the axis upon which Garcia-Pelayo's private fund rotates. His 2 computers offer 200 bets
daily, from which he expects to earn some 15,000 euros a month, part of which will 2 go to the
investors and the remainder to a retirement fund. It took him a year to study how and 2 what to
program: "a degree in sports betting," he calls it. Though he will be 65 in June, there are 2 a lot of
unexplained gaps on his résumé.

Gonzalo Garcia-Pelayo posing with his wife and children on working vacations in Las 2 Vegas.
Gonzalo is the patriarch of the Pelayo clan, a family who shot to fame in the 1990s for designing a
2 statistical-based method for winning on the roulette wheel. According to the family's estimates,
they won some 250 million pesetas (1.5 2 million euros) between 1991 and 1995, mainly in the
Madrid Gran Casino - their "greatest enemy" but also the "laboratory” 2 in which they tested their
system. So Gonzalo and his son Ivan wrote in La fabulosa historia de los Pelayo 2 (or, The
fabulous history of the Pelayos), published by Plaza y Janés.

Their discovery was accidental. Gonzalo had sent his nephew 2 to the casino to learn the ways of
the croupiers. He wanted to study their "ways of dropping" in the 2 hopes of determining a pattern
in the path, bounces and final resting place of the ball. His nephew took down 2 numbers and
dealers' names; Gonzalo analyzed the data on a program on his computer. That was when he
discovered that 2 some numbers come up a lot more often than others, a tendency that had
nothing to do with the dealer 2 and everything to do with defects in the manufacture and leveling of
the tables. His hypothesis: "If Swiss watches and 2 NASA rockets have imperfections, then so do
roulette wheels."

His computers offer 200 bets daily; he expects to earn €15,000 a 2 month

These were the times of the get-rich-quick schemes, of the Seville Expo and the Barcelona
Olympics. The patriarch decided to 2 try his luck at roulette following a series of business failures,
he recalled recently in an interview along with his 2 children, Ivan and Vanessa. He has tried his
hand at most everything: from radio announcer to matador manager. In the 2 1970s, he had a go
at the movie industry. His second movie, Vivir en Sevilla (or Living in Seville, 1979) 2 received the
following review from critic Fernando Trueba: "Clumsy dialogue and too calculatedly avant-garde."”
Next, Garcia-Pelayo opened a nightclub in Seville, 2 where as DJ, he played Pink Floyd and Frank
Zappa. He went underground after a judicial order closed the establishment 2 down on rumors that
minors were using drugs in its backrooms. He moved onto the recording industry, discovering
artists such 2 as Triana and Maria Jiménez. In total, he left his signature on some 130 albums,
including some by Luis Eduardo 2 Aute, Gato Pérez and Joaquin Sabina. The latter singer
dedicated a few lines to Garcia-Pelayo in his well-known song, 19 2 dias y 500 noches (or, 19
days and 500 nights), including: "Yesterday, the doorman threw me out of the Torrelodones 2
casino."

Garcia-Pelayo branched out into producing TV programs, and had a few hits, but he shut down his
company after he 2 was accused of fleeing to Brazil, he says, and by that point, they were no
longer taking his calls in 2 the music world. So he started looking for a new gig, "beyond the limits
of luck," as he calls it.

After 2 his first few hypotheses on roulette tendencies, Garcia-Pelayo formed a team led by his
son, Ivan, a recent philosophy graduate 2 and musician (he composed Africanos en Madrid (or,
Africans in Madrid)). There wasn't anybody over 26 years old in the 2 first group. Though the
figures and dates are now blurred, as often occurs in legends, after a "few months" recording 2
numbers and working with the data, betting began in earnest in the fall of 1991. According to the
book, they 2 won close to "a million pesetas a day" in the first month. They played every day, from
5pm to closing. 2 "A blue-collar job, not at all glamorous, with 12-hour days," says Ivan. "And on
your feet the whole time," adds 2 his sister, Vanessa.

They are interrupted by the sound of their father's cellphone ringing - the Beatles' Eleanor Rigby is
the 2 ring tone, and he comments that he would like to see a movie which portrays his clan like the
Liverpool 2 quartet, with "producer Phil Spector hovering in the background.” That role is actually
played by actor Lluis Homar, the spitting 2 image of Garcia-Pelayo. And the preceding scenes, or
a version of them, kick off the The Pelayos by director Eduard 2 Cortés (the movie premieres on
April 27). "We are the Pelayos, and we have the opportunity to do something extraordinary: 2



break the bank in a casino," says actor Daniel Briihl (Good Bye, Lenin!) in the role of Ivan.

"This is a 2 classic story: the dream of a handful of social pariahs whose rival is big business,"
enthuses the director, who fell 2 under the family's magnetic spell after living with them for a
period.

If Swiss watches and NASA rockets have flaws, then 2 so do roulette wheels"

Though the film mixes fact and fiction, the script accurately reflects the clan's hostility toward the
managers 2 of the Torrelodones casino. "Every great feat has a great enemy," say the Pelayos
today (and in the book: "We 2 relish our detestation for the casino managers in the way that a
boxer finds strength in his hate for his 2 opponent"). The family was involved in long-drawn-out
court case against these executives that started when they were kicked out of 2 the establishment
in 1992 for committing what the casino termed "gaming irregularities.” The battle ended with a
Supreme Court sentence 2 in 1994 that recognized the legitimacy of the Pelayos' methods and
even praised their "inventiveness."

The bad guy in the movie 2 is a malicious casino manager called La Bestia (The Beast), played by
Eduard Fernandez. The movie doesn't say which casino 2 he works for, but all of this attention has
understandably caused concern (and anticipation) among management at the Madrid casino, 2
who were not consulted by the movie's scriptwriters.

"We don't have anything against anybody," says the casino's communications director, his voice 2
mingling with the sounds of chips falling in the European Room at Torrelodones. "The Pelayos
really are not part of 2 our everyday conversations around here. They represent just another story
among the more than 18 million visitors we get here. 2 We looked into whether they had some sort
of advantage over the other players, and we fixed the imperfections in 2 the tables."

He tiptoes around the subject of the expulsions. He doesn't know what the family's total winnings
amounted to. He 2 says they never - "no way" - broke the bank. JesUs Marin, pit boss in the time
of Pelayos, and 2 current games director, adds, "They never played a lot of numbers, and they
always played the same ones. They usually 2 won, but their story has been exaggerated. It was
immediately discovered that the roulette tables had a pattern; so first 2 the wheels were switched
from one table to another, then the entire tables were replaced. They played three or four 2 weeks
in total."

We have the chance to do something extraordinary: break the bank in a casino”

One former croupier, who prefers 2 to remain anonymous, remembers that the Pelayos' winning
streak happen to coincide with a labor dispute between management and staff 2 over an annual
2.6 billion pesetas in tips, complete with full and partial strikes throughout the year. "There was a 2
lot of confusion and some things went unnoticed. That probably was a factor. One of the tables,
table 13 or 2 14, was in bad shape. The wheel hadn't been properly leveled, and they discovered
this by watching and taking notes. 2 That is where they had their big wins, about 100 million
pesetas. But their method never worked as well in 2 other casinos.”

The book mentions other wins in Vienna (14 million pesetas in one night), Amsterdam (almost 13
million) and 40 2 million in Lloret de Mar, where the movie was filmed. But apart from one old
Casio calculator, little physical evidence 2 of this past remains today in the penumbra of Gonzalo's
bedroom. After being repeatedly thrown out of the Torrelodones casino, 2 he continued to visit the
its roulette tables through his string of "underground"” players, which included Luis Mazarrasa, a
journalist 2 who later published his story in EL PAIS. There is something about the Pelayo clan
that causes one to suffer 2 a slight case of the Stockholm Syndrome. They welcome every visitor
as if he or she may be the beginning 2 of something new; there is a half-carved ham leg in the
kitchen, and something about the smell of the house 2 and the bookshelves full of movies and
albums activates that part of your brain where memories of childhood are stored.

Beyond 2 this, there is the money. Mazarrasa recalls winning 1.8 million pesetas (just over 10,000
euros) in three days. Garcia-Pelayo's team 2 broke up in 1995, when he set up an illegal poker
establishment. That's another story - maybe another movie. At 2 the end of his roulette
adventures, Garcia-Pelayo had a stash of over 60 million pesetas. But money doesn't last long 2
in the hands of a gambler and travel lover. "For Easter holidays, | will only have whatever | get out
2 of these bets. | live day to day," he says. It is still Tuesday when his winning horse, Going



Wrong, 2 finishes ninth, Verdasco loses more than four games to Del Potro, and the cry of "Goal!"
continues to be heard 2 from the other computers.
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Pesquisadores levantaram esperancgas de atrasar a deméncia depois que descobriram uma
vacina recentemente aprovada contra herpes zoster foi ligada a reducéo substancial nos
diagndsticos da condicdo paysafecard roulette seis anos apdés receber o tiro.

A descoberta, baseada paysafecard roulette registros médicos dos EUA sugere que além de
beneficios para a salde da prevencao das telhas uma condigdo dolorosa e as vezes grave nos
idosos - 0 virus também pode atrasar os sintomas do aparecimento dessa doenca.

O Dr. Maxime Taquet, da Universidade de Oxford e o primeiro autor do estudo disse que 0s
resultados apoiaram a ideia segundo as quais vacinar herpes pode prevenir deméncia: "Se
validados paysafecard roulette ensaios clinicos estes achados podem ter implicacbes
significativas para idosos ou servicos meédicos".

Quando uma vacina contra herpes zoster, Zostavax foi lancada pela primeira vez paysafecard
roulette 2006, varios estudos encontraram indicios de que o risco da deméncia parecia ser menor
naquele.

O desenvolvimento de uma nova e mais eficaz vacina contra as telhas, a Shingrix levou a rapida
mudanca nos EUA paysafecard roulette outubro 2024, ou seja aqueles que foram imunizados
antes dessa data receberam Zostavaz.

A equipe de Oxford estudou os registros sanitarios dos mais do que 200.000 cidadaos norte-
americanos vacinados para telhas, cerca da metade das quais receberam a nova vacinagao. Nos
préximos seis anos o risco foi 17% menor naquele paysafecard roulette quem recebeu Shingrix
comparado com ZostavaX

Para aqueles que passaram a desenvolver deméncia, isso equivale ao acréscimo de 164 dias ou
guase seis meses vividos sem essa condi¢do. O efeito foi mais forte nas mulheres paysafecard
roulette 22% do homens com 13%

Os pesquisadores passaram a examinar as taxas de deméncia paysafecard roulette pessoas que
receberam outras vacinas. Escrevendo na Nature Medicine, eles descrevem como aqueles dados
ao Shingrix tinham um risco 23-27% menor para Deméncia doque aquelas vacinadas contra
gripes tétano diftéria ou cotusse Um dos autores da pesquisa € consultora no GSK - fabricante e
pesquisador responsavel pela publicacdo farmacéutica — mas os investigadores disseram ter sido
conduzido sem qualquer envolvimento com o estudo quando ele foi realizado por meio médico

No ano passado, o NHS disponibilizou a Shingrix para pessoas que completam 65 anos. "A
expectativa é de se este for realmente um efeito causal entdo veriamos uma reducao na
deméncia no Reino Unido assim as pessoa comecgarem tomar-se da vacina Sincriz", disse Taquet



Existem mais de 55 milhdes pessoas paysafecard roulette todo o mundo vivendo com deméncia
e 900.000 apenas no Reino Unido, uma a cada trés individuos desenvolvera essa condi¢ao
durante paysafecard roulette vida inteira; enquanto medicamentos que parecem retardar esta
doenca foram recentemente aprovados ndo ha cura para isso!

O ultimo estudo ndo prova que Shingrix atrasa a deméncia, mas o Prof Paul Harrison sénior autor
do artigo disse mais grupos estavam trabalhando na questdo. Se as vacinas protegem contra
deméncia é claro como isso acontece uma possibilidade seria um ressurgimento da doenca nas
telhas provoca alteracdes patoldgica e leva & Dementia outra coisa sdo os produtos quimicos
chamados adjuvantes paysafecard roulette vacina para tornar melhor paysafecard roulette
resposta imune ao virus pode ser usado no tratamento das doencas graves

Também néo esté claro se qualquer protecdo contra a deméncia seria mais eficaz caso as
vacinas fossem dadas aos jovens, como aqueles na faixa dos 50 anos ou que elas
desapareceriam muito cedo.

"Sera interessante ver se esses dados serdo divulgados, que mais pessoas optam por tomar
[Shingrix] quando Ihes é oferecido”, disse Harrison. “Eu certamente ndo recomendaria as
Pessoas devem comecar a exigir A vacina so6 porgque eles acham isso vai reduzir o risco de
deméncia."

Andrew Doig, professor de bioquimica da Universidade Manchester disse: "Este é um resultado
significativo comparavel paysafecard roulette eficacia aos recentes medicamentos anticorpo para
a doenca. Administrar o vacina telhas recombinantes poderia muito bem ser uma maneira
simples e barata reduzir os riscos do Alzheimer s."”

"Agora, precisamos executar um ensaio clinico da vacina [nova] comparando pacientes que
recebem a vacinagdo com aqueles recebendo placebo. Esta € uma maneira mais confidvel de
descobrir o quéo bem funciona essa droga e quantos anos esse efeito pode durar para os
individuos paysafecard roulette idade jovem." Sabemos como se iniciam as décadas antes dos
sintomas serem aparentes; portanto ela podera ser ainda melhor quando administrada as
pessoas".
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