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Poker television programs had been extremely popular, especially in North America and Europe,
following the poker boom. This has especially become the case since the invention of the "pocket
cam” in 1997 (and its first use in the United States in 2002), which allows viewers at home to see
each player's hole cards. However, viewership has been declining dramatically in recent years,
due to laws that restricted online play in the United States.

History [ edit ]

Poker has been appearing on television somewhat regularly since the late-1970s. In the United
States, CBS started airing the final table of the World Series of Poker (WSOP) Main Event as an
annual one-hour show around this time and later by ESPN, which were casino-produced shows
produced under a time-buy arrangement for sports omnibus programming such as the CBS Sports
Spectacular. For many years, the coverage was less than robust because viewers at home could
not see what cards the players had or follow their progress visually through graphics. Instead, the
coverage essentially involved the commentators guessing what cards the players had in a
documentary style production.

In 1997, the hole cam, which allows audiences to see the hidden cards that players held in their
hands, was introduced in Europe. The hole cam was patented by WSOP bracelet winner Henry
Orenstein and first used in the Late Night Poker television series. It was used again in the
inaugural Poker Million tournament in 2000 which boasted the attraction of the first £1,000,000
poker game on live television. By 1996, however, the ESPN one-hour highlight show only included
hands that were shown down, so that the commentators, including Gabe Kaplan, could comment,
in post-production, on the hands while they were being played out. The commentators referred to
this as "taking a peek at the cards”, and provided the first contemporary announcing on hands
during the play in poker history. By 2001, however, Late Night Poker had been cancelled in the
UK and televised poker could no longer be found in Europe. In the US, the 1999, 2000, and 2001
World Series of Poker events were only broadcast in one-hour documentaries on the Discovery
Networks.

In 1999, documentary filmmaker Steven Lipscomb produced and directed a documentary on the
WSOP for the Discovery Channel. It was the first U.S. poker production funded entirely by a
television network rather than the casino. When the 1999 WSOP aired, it doubled its audience
over the hour time slot. Seeing the audience reaction, Lipscomb believed there was an untapped
market and began pitching poker series ideas to cable and network television. Because poker had



been on the air for over twenty years, with little viewer interest, broadcasters were unwilling to
commit resources to put a series on the air.

In October 2001, Lipscomb wrote a business plan. Along with poker player Mike Sexton and
poker business woman Linda Johnson, Lipscomb approached casino mogul and avid poker
player, Lyle Berman, whose company Lakes Entertainment agreed to fund the World Poker Tour
(WPT)—the first organized and televised tour of poker tournaments in the world.

In June 2002, WPT filmed its first episode at Bellagio in Las Vegas. Wanting to create a
compelling, action-packed show, WPT took eight months to edit the first WPT episode. ESPN,
who resumed their coverage of the World Series of Poker in 2002, featured pocket cam
technology in their return broadcast—albeit, in a very limited capacity—prior to the WPT's first
show.

During this time, the “WPT Format” was created featuring the WPT hole cam, interactive graphics
and “live sports feel”. These new features put viewers into the minds and at the heart of the action.
The first WPT episode aired on March 30, 2003, on the Travel Channel and became an instant
success (the highest rated show in network history).

A few months later, ESPN's broadcast of the 2003 World Series of Poker adopted many features
characteristic of the emerging WPT series, with an improved graphic display detailing the exciting
action of the Main Event's final table. This coupled with the unlikely outcome in the 2003 WSOP
Main Event—where Tennessee accountant Chris Moneymaker wonR$2.5 million after winning his
seat through aR$39 PokerStars satellite tournament—and the ensuing publicity only further
sparked the already accelerated interest in the game initiated by the WPT.

These events are considered the main contributor to poker's booming popularity—increasing the
number of entrants into live poker tournaments (at all levels), the growth of online poker and the
overall greater interest in the game—but above all others, the 2003 World Series of Poker Main
Event (and subsequent broadcast on ESPN) is most cited as poker's Tipping Point; commonly
referred to as the "Moneymaker Effect".

Poker gained further exposure in Canada and much of the United States as a result of the 2004-
05 NHL lockout, which caused sports networks in both countries to air poker as replacement
programming for their NHL coverage.[citation needed]

The much improved ratings of poker television programs from this point on lead to ESPN covering
many more events of the World Series of Poker (in addition to the Main Event as in the past) since
2003, as well as covering some other tournaments outside of the World Series, such as the
United States Poker Championship. Since its first broadcast, WPT has also expanded its tour
stops from 12 events at seven casino partner locations to 23 domestic and international
tournaments and 14 casino partners in Season VI.

Since the introduction of the hole cam and WPT television format, poker has become almost
ubiquitous in the US and Europe. While poker originally aired on sports channels such as ESPN
and Sky Sports has expanded to such "non traditional” networks as Bravo and GSN. All poker
television programs make heavy use of the aforementioned pocket cam and television format,
plus generally feature a "straightman” and a "comedian” type of commentators, with one often
being a professional poker player.

With the ability to edit a tournament that lasts days into just a few hours, ESPN's World Series of
Poker broadcasts generally focus on showing how various star players fared in each event. Key
hands from throughout the many days of each year's WSOP Main Event are shown, and similar
highly edited coverage of final tables is also provided. For the events in the WSOP before the
Main Event, only the final table is covered in television coverage, similar to how the Main Event
was televised before ESPN's airing of the 2003 World Series Main Event.

The World Poker Tour does not offer general coverage of the multi-day poker tournaments.
Instead, the WPT covers only the action at the final table of each event. With aggressive play and
increasing blinds and antes, the important action from a single table can easily be edited into a
two-hour episode. Although the tournament fate of fewer stars are chronicled this way, it allows
the drama to build more naturally toward the final heads up showdown.

Although most poker shows on television focus on tournaments, High Stakes Poker shows a high-



stakes cash game. In this game professional and amateur players play no limit Texas Hold 'em
with their own money (the minimum to enter the game isR$100,000). This game has allowed
spectators to observe differences between cash games and tournaments, and to see how players
adjust their play to the different format.[1]

Poker's growth in Europe led to the creation of two FTA channels: The Poker Channel and
Pokerzone. Both began broadcasting during 2005.

Televised poker experienced a sudden disruption in 2011 after the lawsuit United States v.
Scheinberg et al. was filed. Two of the defendants in that case, PokerStars and Full Tilt Poker,
were the primary sponsors of most of the shows that were airing on American television at the
time.[2] Since it was discovered that online gambling (other than sports betting) was not illegal
and the state law used to file the lawsuit was not applicable to foreign companies, the lawsuit was
resolved in 2012, with the two companies merging and without any admission of guilt.

Although once popular, poker television programs have steadily been losing their audience and
never fully recovered from the disruption caused by the Scheinberg lawsuit. ESPN is on contract
to show World Series of Poker programming through 2024, though viewership has dropped
dramatically since the early boom.

The over-the-top content platform PokerGO was launched in 2024 and is based in Las Vegas,
Nevada.[3] Itis a subscription-based streaming service specializing in poker content including
cash games, tournaments, and documentaries.[4] PokerGO streamed the World Series of Poker
from 2024 to 2024 in partnership with ESPN, before CBS Sports became the new domestic
television partner in 2024.[5]

In December 2024 on YouTube-based Hustler Casino Live, the biggest pot in televised U.S. poker
broadcast history was set. The No-Limit Hold'em cash game had stakes
ofR$200/$400/$800/$1,600 and Alan Keating would win theR$1,158,000 pot with a flush against
"Handz".[6]

In February 2024 on PokerGO's No Gamble, No Future Cash of the Titans, Patrik Antonius would
win aR$1,978,000 pot with two pair against Eric Persson to break the record set on Hustler
Casino Live.[7] Following that record-breaking pot, there were three pots that also amounted to
larger than the previous record pot that was set on Hustler Casino Live.[8][9]

Poker television programs [ edit ]

Here is a list of poker television programs that have aired on television in either North America or
Europe.

North America [ edit ]

1 ESPN did not air the WSOP in 1996 or 1999-2001; The Discovery Channel did air one-hour
specials of the 2000 & 2001 Main Events

2 World Series of Poker bracelets events and select coverage of the Main Event have streamed
on exclusively on PokerGO from 2024 onwards.

3 In 2024, CBS Sports became the new domestic television partner for the WSOP alongside
PokerGO.

Europe [ edit ]
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Sportingbet é um operador de apostas online de destaque, sediado no Reino Unido. A empresa



atualmente é propriedade da Entain plc, uma grande empresa de aposta, britanica. Antes de ser
adquirida pela GVC Holdings, a Sportingbet estava listada na Bolsa de Valores de Londres e fazia
parte do FTSE SmallCap Index.

A Sportingbet tem uma longa histéria no ramo de apostas online e € uma das principais op¢oes
para apostadores sportingbet dono sportingbet dono todo o mundo. Oferece variedade
sportingbet dono sportingbet dono apostas esportivas, casinos online e jogos de azar,
proporcionando aos seus Usuarios uma experiéncia emocionante e divertida.

sportingbet dono

A Entain plc, proprietaria atual da Sportingbet, € uma empresa lider sportingbet dono sportingbet
dono entretenimento digital e iGaming no Reino Unido. Com oferta na Bolsa de Valores de
Londres, essa multinacional possui uma ampla gama de operagdes sportingbet dono sportingbet
dono todo o mundo, incluindo cassinos fisicos, salas de bingo, apostas esportivas e jogos de azar
online.

Impacto da Sportingbet na Industria de Apostas Online Brasileiras

A Sportingbet tem se mostrado um jogador importante na inddstria brasileira de apostas online,
disponibilizando diferentes opcdes e mercados para 0s esportes nacionais, como o futebol. Além
disso, a plataforma confiavel e ferramentas informativas permitem aos usuarios otimizar suas
apostas, maximizando seu potencial de ganhar.

A empresa também é conhecida por sportingbet dono responsabilidade social e aplicacédo de
programas de jogo responsavel, garantindo que os usuarios tenham controle sobre suas
atividades de apostas.

Apesar de Proprietario Brasileiro, a Moeda Usada na Sportingbet é o Reino
Unido (£)...
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Ee,

Emily, de oito anos estava escondida no abrigo anti-bomba da casa do amigo Hila quando
terroristas Hamas encontraram as duas meninas — junto com a mae dela Raaya. As portas como
aguelas sportingbet dono muitos kibutzs por todo o sul Israel ndo tinham fechadura porque se
esperava que fosse morte pelo ar e nem pelos assassinos indo para sportingbet dono propria
terra: "Quando eles chegaram nés apenas abrimos 0s bracos; pois nos seguravam na porta".

Era meio-dia do dia 7 de outubro passado no Be'eri kibutz, ostensivamente um paraiso para uma
comunidade agricola com 1.200 israelenses localizados a 50 milhas da cidade e trés quildmetros
sportingbet dono Gaza. Emily and Hila haviam dormido na noite anterior assistindo The Vampire
Diaries (Diérios dos vampiros). Eles acordaram numa realidade muito mais sanguinaria!

Ao longo de Be'eri, um drama se desenrolava repetidamente: homens e mulheres as vezes
criancas agarravam-se para bombardear as macanetas das portas dos abrigos com o objetivo
que impediam os terroristas muitas pessoas serem baleadas através do aco refor¢ado.

Cinco horas e meia antes, o Hamas havia chegado sportingbet dono motos. Como vizinhos
escondidos da melhor maneira que podiam eles se esconderam? WhatsApp rachado com
mensagens incrédulas "Onde esta a exército?"" Eles estdo nos massacrando - venha rapido!"
Somos informados de 14 tropas chegaram no meio-manha helicéptero mas recuaru depois um foi
ferido por muitash...

Ao meio-dia, as casas estavam sportingbet dono chamas e os cadaveres jaziam na rua. Os



terroristas cagavam israelenses para matar ou sequestrar a casa de Raaya... Algumas portas do
abrigo da Emily o pai dela néo sabia qual era seu destino: telefones mortos sem que ele tivesse
coragem nem aventurar fora dele!

Um dia sportingbet dono outubro é composto de entrevistas com sobreviventes comoventes,
juntamente a imagens perturbadora do telefone e cameras. Se vocé quiser uma viséo sobre por
que Israel esta fazendo o qué faz na Gaza ou no Libano este filme pode ajudar: demonstra
claramente se as IDF foram pegadas cochilando-se 7 Outubro passado como aqueles para quem
eles deveriam proteger foi abatido nunca mais alguém poderia pensar!

Se vocé quiser entender por que o Hamas assassinou civis, no entanto um dia sportingbet dono
outubro néo vai ajudar. Na verdade bom trabalho demonizar os habitantes da Faixa-de Gaza
primeiro como assassinos do Hamas enlouquecido com testosterona e depois sagueadores sem
vergonha civil para roubar ativos enquanto corpos estavam na rua escondidos vivendo
aterrorizados...

Imagens de uma camera 4x4, com carimbos marcados no tempo 8.01am, inclui audio da
histericamente excitado terroristas invisiveis enquanto correm para se juntar & matanca. "E hora
do pais Jihad!... Eu juro por Deus!"... Nés vamos mata-los!! [...] Quero transmitir isso ao vivo!”
Temos que mostrar as pessoas sportingbet dono casa!!! Um camarada assegura o orador eles ja
sdo: Hamas massacrou israelenses pelos telespectadores a todo momento

Apesar de tal mal evidente, lembro-me do filme Zulu da Cy Endfield com suas hordas
inominaveis dos guerreiros africanos colocados contra protagonistas britanicos que nos
encorajaram a identificar. Narrativas televisiva e cinematografica muitas vezes funcionam como
maquinas othering desta forma no seu pior dia sportingbet dono outubro se inconscientemente
segue esse mesmo padréo...

Todas as nossas simpatias estdo com israelenses relacionaveis. Uma mae manda mensagens de
despedida enquanto morre por ferimentos a bala, uma garota que envia {img}s fofa da
sportingbet dono brincadeira para seus amigos a mamae dela e esta se encolhendo sportingbet
dono um cubiculo sanitario esperando os terroristas dos quais ela pode ouvir respirar do lado fora
ndo poderem ouvi-la; pelo contrario o Hamas € ameaca generalizada na CCTV — suas
motivacdes além desse dia no mandato outubro!

Perto do final da pelicula, Einat recorda o dia sportingbet dono que voltou a trabalhar apés um
ataque. Da janela de uma loja impressa olhou para Gaza e viu edificios no céu como normal; s6
via fumaca negra: Israel estava bombardeando palestinos "Foi quando entendi qual era
sportingbet dono guerra”, diz ela."Ficou me incomodando por momentos mas se eu pensar sobre
aquilo com guem eles nos fizeram isso vai embora”.

Cerca de 101 kibutzniks e 31 soldados foram mortos sportingbet dono Be'eri no dia 7 outubro.
Dos 32 reféns apreendido, cinco deles assassinado enquanto trés permanecem na Faixa da Gaza
até agora desde o ultimo més do ano 40 mil habitantes morreram sob a nuvem negra que Einat
viu pela janela dela /p> (em inglés).

skip promocao newsletter passado

Receba as melhores avalia¢des, noticias e recursos de TV na sportingbet dono caixa todas
segunda-feira.

Aviso de Privacidade:

As newsletters podem conter informacgdes sobre instituicdes de caridade, andncios on-line e
conteudo financiado por terceiros. Para mais informacéo consulte a nossa Politica De
Privacidade Utilizamos o Google reCaptcha para proteger nosso site; se aplica também a politica
do servigo ao cliente da empresa:

apos a promoc¢ao da newsletter;

Quanto a pequena Emily, ela fez nove anos sportingbet dono Gaza antes de libertar Hila e
Raaya. Seu pai supds por muitos dias que estava morta!

Apés a sportingbet dono libertagcdo, Tom foi instruido pelos psiquiatras para ndo falar com filha
sobre suas experiéncias. De vez sportingbet dono quando Emily lembra algo horrivel — como ver
os cadaveres dos vizinhos enquanto ela era levada por sequestradores

Poucos voltaram a Be'eri, mas Tom quer. Se as pessoas do sul de Israel n&o voltarem para os



kibutzes que se tornaram zonas assassinando sportingbet dono outubro passado ele explica:
Hamas tera vencido o Hamas! O psiquiatra da cidade fundada por Beri € mais velho e muito
maior ainda no estado israelense; Para mim foi uma ideia bastante boa "mas acho justo” - diz-me
eu mesmo bem...
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